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ALL PARTY ASSEMBLY GROUPS AND ALL PARTY GROUPS

What is the purpose of All Party Assembly Groups and All Party Groups? 

All Party Assembly Groups and All Party Groups provide a forum by which MLAs and outside organisations and individuals can meet to discuss shared interests in a particular cause or subject.

What is the difference between All Party Assembly Groups and All Party Groups? 

Groups whose membership comprises of Assembly Members only are known as All Party Assembly Groups.  Groups whose membership is open to both MLAs and non-MLAs are known as All Party Groups. Each Group must have at least 10 MLAs from all three designations must be represented.  Each Group will have a number of nominated officers - Chairperson; Vice-Chairperson; Secretary; and Treasurer.  The Groups usually meet on a monthly basis (although this varies).

The Register

All Party Assembly Groups and All Party Groups must be registered with the Committee on Standards and Privileges in order to use certain Assembly privileges (e.g. booking of rooms etc).  A Register of All Party Assembly Groups/All Party Groups is compiled and maintained by the Clerk of Standards.  The main purpose of the Register is to record which All Party Assembly Groups/All Party Groups are recognised by the Assembly; who their officers are; and details of any assistance the Group may receive from outside the Assembly.  

List of Registered All Party Assembly Groups and All Party Groups (12/3/09)
All Party Assembly Group on Children and Young People

Chair: 

Mr Roy Beggs MLA 

Administrative support provided by Children in Northern Ireland (CiNI)

Purpose: 
To provide a forum to facilitate and enable cross party discussion and co-operation on children and young people’s issues.


For further information see 

www.ci-ni.org/index.php/all_party_group_on_children 

Officers of the Group
Vice-Chairperson Michelle McIlveen MLA

Treasurer: Mary Bradley MLA 
Secretary: Naomi Long MLA 

Group members
Roy Beggs, UUP 

Michelle McIlveen, DUP

Jim Shannon, DUP

Mary Bradley, SDLP 
Naomi Long, Alliance 

Sue Ramsey, SF

Dawn Purvis, PUP

Brian Wilson, GP

Contact: 
Elaine Conway (Policy Officer)



CiNI



Unit 9



40 Montgomery Road



Belfast



Tel: 02890 401290



Email: Elaine@ci-ni.org.uk 

All Party Assembly Group on Roads Safety

Chair:

Rt Hon Jeffrey Donaldson, MP MLA
Purpose:
To provide a forum by which Members of the Assembly can play an active role in the promotion of roads safety both in the Assembly and in the public domain, and to help reduce deaths and injury on the roads.

Officers of the Group
Vice-Chairpersons (Joint): PJ Bradley, MLA & Cathal Boylan, MLA 
Secretary: Naomi Long, MLA
Treasurer: Roy Beggs, MLA 

Group Members 
Rt Hon Jeffrey Donaldson MP, DUP
PJ Bradley, SDLP
Cathal Boylan, SF
Naomi Long, APNI
Roy Beggs, UUP
David Ford, APNI
Tom Elliott, UUP
John Dallat, SDLP
Jimmy Spratt, DUP
Raymond McCartney, SF 

Contact details
Naomi Long, c/o 26 Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast.
Tel: 02890 472004
Email: eastbelfastalliance@hotmail.com
All Party Pro-Life Assembly Group

Chair:

Rt Hon Jeffrey Donaldson, MP MLA
Purpose:
To uphold the sanctity of life, including the life of the unborn child and to promote a pro-life perspective in the Northern Ireland Assembly.

Officers of the Group 
Vice-Chairperson: Pat Ramsey MLA
Secretary: Dr Kieran Deeny, MLA
Treasurer: Danny Kennedy, MLA 

Group Members 
Rt Hon Jeffrey Donaldson MP MLA, DUP
Pat Ramsey, SDLP
Dr Kieran Deeny, Independent Health Coalition
Danny Kennedy, UUP
Iris Robinson, DUP
Dr Ian Paisley, DUP
Mervyn Storey, DUP
Mary Bradley, SDLP
Nelson McCausland, DUP
Jonathan Craig, DUP 

Contact details
Rt Hon Jeffrey Donaldson MP MLA 
29 Castle Street, Lisburn, BT27 4DH
Tel: 028 92 668001
Email: jeffreydonaldson@laganvalley.net 
All Party Assembly Group on Climate Change
Chair:

Daithi McKay, MLA
Purpose:
To work to ensure that the Executive and Ministers take account of climate change in government policy. To work to ensure that carbon emissions are reduced, and that any targets set in a Climate Change Bill are met.

Officers of the group
Vice-Chairperson: Jim Wells MLA
Secretary: Brian Wilson MLA
Treasurer: Billy Armstrong MLA

Group Members
Daithí McKay MLA, SF 
Brian Wilson MLA, Green Party 
Tommy Gallagher MLA, SDLP 
Billy Armstrong MLA, UUP 
Cathal Boylan MLA, SF 
David Ford MLA, Alliance Party 
Naomi Long MLA, Alliance Party 
Jim Wells MLA, DUP 
Willie Clarke MLA, SF
Alex Maskey MLA, SF

Contact details
Daithí McKay 
c/o Parliament Buildings
Stormont
028 9052 0463
daithimckay@btinternet.com

All Party Assembly Group on Ethnic Minority Communities
Chair:

Robin Newton MLA

Purpose:
To promote and monitor the establishment of appropriate racial

equality strategies within Government Departments and in society in general. To consider the role of the Assembly parties in providing civil leadership in pursuance of the above.

Officers of the Group
Vice-Chairperson: Jennifer McCann, MLA 

Secretary: Danny Kennedy, MLA 

Treasurer: Declan O’Loan, MLA

Group members
Robin Newton MLA, DUP 

Jimmy Spratt MLA , DUP 

Jennifer McCann MLA, SF 

Micky Brady MLA, SF 

Danny Kennedy MLA, UUP 

Ken Robinson MLA, UUP 

Declan O’Loan MLA, SDLP 

Dolores Kelly MLA, SDLP 

Anna Lo MLA, Alliance 

Dawn Purvis MLA, PUP

Contact details

Robin Newton 

13 Castlereagh Road 

Belfast 

BT5 5FB 

Tel: 028 90 459500 

Email: carole.newton@hotmail.co.uk
All Party Assembly Group on Energy
Chair:

Dr Alasdair McDonnell MLA

Purpose:
To provide a platform for MLAs to debate and receive information in   



Relation to energy issues affecting Northern Ireland.

Officers of the group
Vice-Chairperson: Simon Hamilton, MLA 

Secretary: Jennifer McCann, MLA 

Treasurer: Billy Armstrong, MLA

Group members
Dr Alasdair McDonnell MLA, SDLP

Simon Hamilton MLA, DUP 

Jennifer McCann MLA, SF 

Billy Armstrong MLA, UUP 

Jim Shannon MLA, DUP 

Willie Clarke MLA, SF 

Sean Neeson MLA, Alliance 

David McClarty MLA, UUP 

Tommy Gallagher MLA, SDLP 

Leslie Cree MLA, UUP

Contact details
Nigel Brady 

NI Energy Agency 

1-11 May Street 

Belfast 

BT1 4NA

All Party Assembly Group on Autism 
Chair:

Dominic Bradley MLA
Purpose:
The consequent pressure on resources, policy and planning has determined that the role of the APAGA must be to:

• Progress necessary legislation on Autism

• Advocate for ASD

• Secure increased funding for ASD services

• Influence to ensure effective strategic, policy and planning systems for Autism

• Identify potential new funding sources for ASD

• Participate in the global Human Rights campaign for Autism

• Promote cross atlantic sharing of ASD expertise and research information

Officers of the Group

Vice Chairperson: Tom Buchanan DUP

Vice Chairperson: Michelle O’Neill SF

Secretary: George Savage UUP

Treasurer: John McCallister UUP

Group members:
Tom Buchanan DUP

Michelle O’Neill SF

George Savage UUP

John McCallister UUP

Dominic Bradley SDLP

Tom Buchanan DUP

Michelle O’Neill SF

George Savage UUP

John McCallister UUP

Cathal Boylan SF

Patsy McGlone SDLP

Billy Armstrong UUP

Brian Wilson Green Party

Kieran McCarthy Alliance

Iris Robinson DUP

Jeffrey Donaldson DUP

Ian McCrea DUP

Jonathan Craig DUP

David Simpson DUP

Wallace Browne DUP

Jim Wells DUP

 Affiliated Autism Ambassadors*

Martin McGuinness SF 

Jennifer McCann SF

Mark Durkan SDLP

Margaret Ritchie SDLP

Tommy Gallagher SDLP

Carmel Hanna SDLP

Arlene Foster DUP

Robert Coulter UUP

Sylvia Hermon UUP

*Continued recognition of ongoing and longstanding ASD advocacy role. 

Contact details
George Savage MLA

Secretary

Constituency Office

2 Castlewellan Road

Banbridge BT32 4AX

t 028 4066 9004
All Party Assembly Group on Rural Sustainability
Chair:

Barry McElduff MLA

Administrative support provided by the Rural Community Network

Purpose:
To enhance the ability of MLAs to make a practical contribution to the 



Sustainable future of rural communities.

Officers of the Group
Vice-Chairperson: Jim Shannon, MLA 

Secretary: To Be Elected 

Treasurer: George Savage, MLA 

Group Members

Barry McElduff, SF 

Cathal Boylan, SF  

Jim Shannon, DUP 

Allan Bresland, DUP 

P J Bradley, SDLP 

George Robinson, DUP  

George Savage, UUP 

Thomas Buchanan, DUP 

Declan O’Loan, SDLP 

Micky Brady, SF 

David Ford, Alliance 

Willie Irwin, DUP 

Thomas Burns, SDLP 

Francie Brolly, SF 

Tom Elliott, UUP 

Jim Wells, DUP  

Dolores Kelly, SDLP    

Contact details
c/o Rural Community Network
38a Oldtown Street
Cookstown

BT80 8EF

All Party Assembly Group on Cancer (details to follow)
All Party Assembly Group on Funerals and Bereavement (details to follow)

All Party Assembly Group on Diabetes
Chair:

Carmel Hanna MLA

Purpose:
Working to raise awareness and understanding of diabetes amongst MLA’s, thereby promoting and assisting the Assembly to meet the needs of people living with diabetes in Northern Ireland.

Officers of the Group
Vice-Chairperson: John McCallister MLA

Secretary: Thomas Buchanan MLA

Treasurer: Francie Molloy MLA
Group Members
Ken Robinson, UUP

Jim Shannon, DUP  

Samuel Gardiner, UUP  

Carmel Hanna, SDLP  

Sean Neeson, Alliance  

John McCallister, UUP  

Allan Bresland, DUP  

Pat Ramsey, SDLP  

Thomas Buchanan, DUP 

Roy Beggs, UUP 

Francie Molloy, Sinn Fein  
Contact details

Claire Magill 

Bridgewood House
Newforge Lane

Belfast 

Tel: 028 9066 6646 

Email: claire.magill@diabetes.org.uk
All Party Group on International Development

Chair:

Carmel Hanna, MLA

Purpose:
To give leadership, raise awareness and give practical help to developing countries.

Officers of the Group 
Chairperson: Carmel Hanna MLA
Vice-Chairperson: Jim Wells MLA
Secretary: John Dallat MLA
Treasurer: Raymond McCartney MLA 

Group Members
Martina Anderson MLA Sinn Fein 
Rev Robert Coulter MLA UUP 
Rt Hon Jeffrey Donaldson MLA DUP 
Mark Durkan MLA SDLP
David Ford MLA Alliance 
Sam Gardiner MLA UUP 
Simon Hamilton MLA DUP 
Danny Kennedy MLA UUP 
David Simpson MLA DUP 
Anna Lo MLA Alliance 
Naomi Long MLA Alliance 
Trevor Lunn MLA Alliance 
Claire McGill MLA Sinn Fein 
Stephen Moutray MLA DUP 
Declan O’Loan MLA SDLP
Margaret Ritchie MLA SDLP
George Savage MLA UUP
Brian Wilson MLA Green Party
Contact details
Noeleen Higgins, 17 Elmwood Mews, Belfast, BT9 6BD
Tel: 028 90683535
Email: carmelhannasdlp@btconnect.com
Or  Room 232, Northern Ireland Assembly, Parliament Buildings, Belfast, BT4 3XX 

All Party Group on Disability
Chair:

Michelle O’Neill MLA
Purpose:
To address issues in relation to disability and to promote equality in respect to ensuring that people with disabilities have their whole person recognised, their capabilities valued and their dignity respected.

Officers of the group

Vice-Chairperson: Pat Ramsey and Kieran McCarthy

Group members

Michelle O’Neill MLA, SF

Pat Ramsey MLA, SDLP

Kieran McCarthy MLA, Alliance

Mitchel McLaughlin MLA, SF

Caral Ní Chuílin MLA, SF

Sue Ramsey MLA, SF

Martina Anderson MLA, SF

Francie Molloy MLA, SF

John O’Down MLA, SF

John McAllister MLA, UUP 

Contact details

Michelle O’Neill

Parliament Buildings

Stormont

028 9052 0463

michelle.oneill@niassembly.gov.uk

All Party Construction Group 
Chair:

John McCallister MLA
Purpose:
Focus on Constrution Indstry with the intention of focusing on policy agenda, issues arising within construction and skills and commitment to industry.
Officers of the group

Vice-Chairperson: Tommy Gallagher MLA 

Secretary: Francie Brolly MLA 

Treasurer: Edwin Poots MLA 
Group members
John McCallister, UUP

Jim Wells, DUP

Declan O'Loan, SDLP

Mark Durkan, SDLP

Naomi Long, Alliance

Roy Beggs, UUP

Edwin Poots, DUP

Tommy Gallagher, SDLP

Alex Attwood, SDLP

Ian Paisley Jnr, DUP

Francie Brolly, SF
Contact details
Gordon Best

Unit 10

Nutts Corner Business Park

Crumlin

BT29 4SR

Tel: 028 9082 4078

Email: info@apani.org
