
 

 

 

 

Cancer Research UK manifesto calls for Northern Ireland 2016 

More than 24 people in Northern Ireland are diagnosed with cancer every single day – that’s nearly 

9000 per year. And while survival rates have increased over the last fifty years, Northern Ireland still 

ranks below other European countries. 

Every individual and family is impacted by cancer, with one in two people born after 1960 having a 

chance of developing the disease over their lifetime. Cancer prevention, detection and treatment 

must remain a priority within the health agenda for Northern Ireland. 

Survival rates have increased; in the 1970s only one in four survived, but by 2010 that had increased 

to one in two. Cancer Research UK’s strategy is to accelerate progress so that, by 2034, three in four 

people diagnosed with cancer will survive.  

The next Northern Ireland government can ensure that the population here shares in this progress 

by committing to the following five priorities: 

1. Develop a comprehensive cancer strategy for Northern Ireland 

 Cancer Strategies work. They set national direction, identify priorities in health care, 

and drive improvements in cancer services.  

 Northern Ireland’s last cancer strategy was published in 2008. England recently 

published the Cancer Taskforce Report, and Scotland and Wales have indicated they 

will publish new cancer plans in the spring. NI needs a new comprehensive cancer 

strategy 

 

2. Prevent more cancers 

 Refresh the NI Tobacco Strategy including setting a target date for NI to be tobacco 

free (less than 5% incidence) by 2035. Tobacco Strategy should focus on reduction of 

overall smoking incidence with particular emphasis on pregnant women, those in 

the criminal justice system, those with mental health problems and those in 

deprived areas. 

 Ringfence funding for smoking cessation services; smokers who use these services 

are more likely to make a successful quit attempt, and to stay off tobacco. 

 Introduce a minimum unit price for alcohol. 

 

 



3. Identify more cancers earlier 

 Continue investment and support for the Be Cancer Aware campaign with a regular 

programme of new media-supported campaigns. 

 Increase uptake of bowel screening, especially among target groups. Following the 

National Screening Committee’s recommendation, change to FIT test in bowel 

screening programme. This test is more accurate and also easier to complete so will 

increase uptake. 

 Plan for inclusion of once-off flexi-scope testing for everyone at age 50 into the 

bowel screening programme by 2020 

 Following the National Screening Committee’s r5ecommendation, change to HPV 

test in the cervical cancer screening programme. 

 

4. Provide world-class treatments 

 Commit to timely, automatic approval of all NICE approved guidance and treatments 

for NI 

 Implement a new, transparent and clinically based system for evaluating and 

approving requests for specialist medicines which have not been approved by NICE 

but are deemed to be of benefit to some patients 

 Ensure access to advanced radiotherapy, including brachytherapy, intensity 

modulated radiotherapy (IMRT) and stereotactic ablative radiotherapy (SABR), for 

those patients who would benefit 

 

5. Protect and enhance Northern Ireland’s research sector 

 Maintain financial support for medical research and clinical trials. 

 Promote a culture within the health service which embraces and supports clinical 

research.  Speed up trial approval and ensure that all patients are informed about 

clinical trials. 

 Ensure that processes for using patient data allow researchers to conduct clinical 

and population studies leading to patient benefit 

 

 

 

 

Margaret Carr, Public Affairs Manager 

Centre for Cancer Research and Cell Biology 

97 Lisburn Road, Belfast BT97BL 

t: 028 9097 2715 

m: 07918 677 938 

@MargaretBCarr 

 


