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Group 1 (this reflects the order of tables I sat at, not the actual table number)

· Importance of advocacy support at an early stage
· Assisted decision making – rather than substitute decision making
Group 2

· Direct payments: requirement of person who lacks capacity to open a bank account to receive direct payment – the difficulties that this poses needs to be addressed
· Concern about possible financial abuse of vulnerable individuals who have difficulties in managing their own money – how will the law deal with this situation.
· Implications of the legislation for the provision of social care eg person centred planning.

· Training for professionals, like GPs, Social Workers, and others who work in health and social care. This training should be for all sectors and become part of training for all professionals – training is  important to bring about the cultural shift required

· Sufficient account is not taken of the needs of people with sensory disabilities.

· Sufficient account is not taken of prevention

· Concern about social services being the decision maker and the role of an advocate – what happens when a family’s views on what is best for the person is overruled by social services

· Essential that health and social care workforce are properly trained – that this legislation provides an opportunity to regulate the workforce and help hold them to account for conduct.

Group 3

· Training is important 
· How would increased recognition for families/those close to someone work within the framework?

· Advocacy for families/carers/those close to the person may also be needed. Right to information important.
· About advocates: will there be a pool of advocates, will people have information about where to access/find advocates. 
· Education – what are the plans around education?

· Concern about LPA

· Important that will and preferences of person is paramount, sometimes decisions of families are not the right ones for the person.

Group 4

· Advocacy support should not be left until a serious decision has to be made
Group 5

· Learning from review of Mental Capacity Act – how we ensure we address the failings that were identified

· Needs to be clear about who is to be consulted, who is “close” to the person, the “nominated person”. 

· Re right to information by families – issues of confidentiality

· Involvement of families/people close to the person – need to be able to challenge

· Public awareness, training , skills development essential for the cultural change

· Legislation needs to reflect the different needs and circumstances of different groups, the different lengths of time that people have had to build up knowledge about a person eg palliative care, learning disability
