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December 2015

‘JUSTICE IN THE COMMUNITY’ AWARDS

The Justice in the Community Awards provides an opportunity for me as Justice Minister to pay tribute to the many inspirational people within our community working alongside the criminal justice system to make our community a safer and better place.

Each year, I am impressed by the spirit, dedication and commitment of the many people in Northern Ireland who care enough to want to make a difference within their community.  Many of those individuals freely give their time and experience, including those working in the statutory sector, going the extra mile for the benefit of others.

The exceptional contribution that they make, be it supporting victims of crime, working with offenders, or restoring and building confidence within communities is important, not only to the people that they serve but also to the effectiveness of the criminal justice system as a whole.  

Such people do not typically seek recognition for their efforts.  For that reason I want to say “thank you” and to acknowledge and celebrate their achievements. 

I plan to make an award of £1,000 to the most outstanding individual or team.  The nominations will be assessed by an independent judging panel who will also recommend highly commended projects.

So, if you know any individual or team, working in either a voluntary or statutory capacity, who you believe deserves this recognition, I would encourage you to get involved and tell us about them.  

A copy of the nomination form is attached and I should be grateful if completed entries could be returned by Monday 1 February 2016.  Additional copies of the nomination forms are available from www.nidirect.gov.uk/justiceawards.
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‘JUstice in the Community’ Awards 2015/16

“Rewarding Justice Champions within our communities”

Information Pack 

Introduction

The Justice in the Community Awards are about recognising the exceptional achievements of those who through voluntary action, dedication, or promoting justice have made a marked contribution to the criminal justice system in Northern Ireland.

Aims of the awards scheme

· To reward exceptional people who, as individuals or working within a team, have made an outstanding contribution to improving the delivery of criminal justice within their communities.

· To showcase the work of unsung heroes whose efforts are often not recognised.

· To contribute to public confidence by positively profiling the ongoing work within communities to making Northern Ireland a safer place for everyone.   
· To encourage communities to feel part of the delivery of justice.
Award Timetable 

Nominations close




Monday 1 February 2016

Judging of nominations



February 2016 

Awards Ceremony




Wednesday 2 March 2016

Nomination and Eligibility

The Awards scheme embraces exemplars of excellence from all localities in Northern Ireland.  Anyone can make a nomination or be nominated for an award where there is a focus on community benefit.   

Awards are intended for those individuals and teams whose efforts have made a marked contribution to the delivery of justice in Northern Ireland by helping others or the wider community where they live, work or socialise. 

The awards are targeted towards those engaged in direct contact with the community, with an emphasis on members of the public and volunteers/staff in voluntary and community groups, but also embracing the work of statutory sector staff who are community exemplars.

Examples of the wide range of work that could be eligible for an award might include supporting victims or witnesses, working with offenders to help reduce reoffending, engaging young people in diversionary activities or tackling anti-social behaviour, or activities within communities that supports the delivery of justice.  

For example, an individual who has set-up a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme for their street or estate, or perhaps a volunteer who has supported a vulnerable victim or witness through a difficult trial, or a community worker who has engaged young people to divert them from anti-social behaviour, or a member of staff in a statutory organisation who has made a special effort to engage directly with the community.  These are only examples and you are encouraged to nominate individuals or groups from across the criminal justice system.

Nominations should be completed on the attached nomination form and submitted by e-mail to justiceawards@dojni.x.gsi.gov.uk or to the address below.  Please refer to the Nomination Guidance for more details.  

awards

There will be one top award, made by the Minister of Justice, up to the value of £1,000 for purchase of equipment or services to benefit the winner’s local community.  Any equipment or services will be purchased by the Department of Justice on behalf of the award winner.  

Nominations will be considered by an independent panel with a view to an awards ceremony taking place on 2 March 2016.   The judging panel will also recognise a number of highly commended nominations.  

The closing date for receipt of nominations is 5.00pm on Monday 1 February 2016.
Contacts

If you require further information please contact the Justice in the Community Awards Co-ordinator at:

Justice in the Community Awards

Department of Justice

Massey House, Stormont Estate, Belfast, BT4 3SX

Tel: 028 9016 9588

Text phone: 028 9052 7668

Email: justiceawards@dojni.x.gsi.gov.uk

JUSTICE IN THE COMMUNITY AWARDS 2015/16

NOMINATION FORM

Thank you for choosing to nominate for the Justice in the Community Awards 2015/16.  Before completing this form please read the attached guidance.

Your completed nomination form can be submitted by email to: justiceawards@dojni.x.gsi.gov.uk or to Justice in the Community Awards, Department of Justice, Massey House, Stormont Estate, Belfast, BT4 3SX before 5.00pm on Monday 1 February 2016.  Receipt of your nomination form will be acknowledged.  

Please ensure that you have the consent of the individual(s) being nominated and advise them of the next stage of the process.

Please also be aware that we may wish to contact you and your nominee(s) for this entry to be used in any publicity or future promotional activities.

_________________________________________________________

Nomination

This section should be completed by the person making the nomination.

Notes:

(i) Typed forms should be competed in black ink.

(ii) Hand-written forms must be in ink and be legible.

(iii) Do not add any attachments to your nomination form

Details of Person or Team Being Nominated

	First name(s), surnames(s) & title(s):
	     

	
	

	Organisation:
	     

	
	

	Job title(s):
	     

	
	

	Work address:
	     


	
	

	Lead contact person:
	     

	
	

	Contact telephone number:
	     

	
	

	Contact email address:
	     

	
	

	How long has the person(s) been doing the work for which they are being nominated?
	     


Nomination Detail

	In no more than 500 words:

· tell us about the individual(s) or team being nominated, their work and what makes them outstanding.

· describe how their efforts have helped others, contributed to the community or the wider criminal justice system or how they have gone “the extra mile” to deliver better services.

· provide evidence of how they achieved this.  (You may wish to include quotes or personal testimonies)



	     



You may continue on the next page…..

Nomination Detail continued
	     



You may continue on the next page…..

Nomination Detail continued

	



Your Details:

	First name, surname & title:
	     

	
	

	Organisation:
	     

	
	

	Job Title:
	     

	
	

	Address:
	     


	
	

	Telephone number:
	     

	
	

	Email:
	     

	
	

	Connection with nominee(s):
	     

	
	

	How did you hear about the Justice in the Community Awards
	     

	
	

	Signature:

[Electronic signature or type name]  
	     

	
	

	Date:
	     


	Please indicate by placing a mark in the relevant box that you have discussed this nomination with the nominee(s) and that they consent to their nomination going forward


	

	
	

	Please indicate that the nominee(s) have been made aware that we may wish to contact them about future publicity                                                          
	


Applicants are reminded that email is not a secure medium and that anyone who has any concerns about information security should submit their application in hard copy format.

Guidance For Completing the nomination form

How to complete the nomination form?

Nominations must be submitted on the form provided.  Hand written forms are acceptable and should be completed legibly in ink.  The commentary in the Nomination Detail section should not exceed 500 words.

Who can nominate?

Anyone can nominate an individual or a team for an award where their efforts have made a marked contribution to the criminal justice system in Northern Ireland and have contributed to helping others or the wider community where they live, work or socialise.

Who can be nominated?

The awards are targeted towards those engaged in direct contact with the community, with an emphasis on members of the public and volunteers/staff in voluntary and community groups, but also embracing the work of staff working in the statutory sector where it can be shown that they have ‘gone the extra mile’. 

What should be included in a nomination form?

The Judging Panel will rely entirely on the information provided in the nomination form.  Do not assume that the judging panel will know anything about the nominee.  In building the case in support of the nomination you may draw from personal knowledge or consult with colleagues.  Include any attributes/accomplishments of the nominee.  You may wish to include in your commentary quotes or personal testimonies from anyone who has benefited from the nominee’s contribution.   

Nominations will be assessed on how the individual or team that is nominated demonstrates an outstanding contribution; to what extent their contribution has helped others and/or their community; and to what extent their efforts have contributed to the wider criminal justice system.

Separate nomination forms should be submitted for different individuals or teams who are being nominated.  

How should nomination forms be submitted?

Nomination forms can be accessed from the NIDirect website: www.nidirect.gov.uk/justiceawards or by contacting the Justice In the Community Awards Co-ordinator.  

Completed forms can be submitted in hard copy or by email by 5.00pm on Monday 1 February 2016.  The contact details are provided below.

Contact details


Justice in the Community Awards, Department of Justice, Massey House, Stormont Estate, Belfast, BT4 3SX

Tel: 028 9016 9588

Text phone: 028 9052 7668

Email: justiceawards@dojni.x.gsi.gov.uk  
What happens after a nomination form is submitted?

Receipt of nominations will be acknowledged.  Nomination forms received after the closing date will not normally be accepted.

Nominations will be considered by a judging panel that will be looking for evidence to support what has been achieved, how it has been achieved and what benefits have been derived as a result of the contribution.  


An awards ceremony will take place on Wednesday 2 March 2016.  Details of the award winners will be publicised following the awards ceremony.  
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