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It has a license that says it is open data – it may also 

say that people who use the data must credit 

whoever is publishing it. 

 

And good open data can be linked, easily shared 

and in a standard, structured format. 

 

 

Open 

Data 

Open Data is data that is 

freely available to everyone to 

use and republish as they 

wish, without restrictions 

from copyright, patents or 

other mechanisms of control.  



• Make statistics and data sets available in as much 
detail as is reliable and practical, subject to the need 
to safeguard data that have been given in 
confidence. 

 

• Seek to improve public access to official statistics 
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• Make statistics and data sets available in as much 
detail as is reliable and practical, subject to the need 
to safeguard data that have been given in 
confidence. 

 

• Seek to improve public access to official statistics, 
for example through libraries and other public 
archives. 

(1995) 



• Producers of official statistics should ensure that 
they are disseminated in forms that enable and 
encourage analysis and re-use. 

 

• Producers should release datasets and reference 
databases, supported by documentation, in formats 
that are convenient to users. 

(since 2009) 



• Official statistics  should not reveal the identity of an 
individual or organisation, or any private 
information relating to them .... 

 

• ....must be sufficient to protect the privacy of 
individual information,  but not so restrictive as to 
limit unduly the practical utility of official statistics. 

(confidentiality 
remains) 



In Practice 

• Publication of ‘statistics’, that is, aggregates 
and summaries of ‘raw’ data 
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In Practice 

• Publication of statistics 

 

• Use of Open Government Licence (OGL) 

• Awareness and adoption of the Tim Berners-
Lee 5-star Open Data Scheme  



Open Data 

Make your data available on the Web under open license 

Make it available as structured data 

Use non-proprietary formats 

Use URIs to denote things, so that people 
can point at your data 

Link your data to other data to provide context 



In Practice 

• Awareness and adoption of the Tim Berners-
Lee 5-star Open Data Scheme 

• Intent to move progressively “up”the 5-star 
scheme 

• Most outputs at 3-star (some at 4-star)  



Homepage 

            www.nisra.gov.uk/ninis 
 



Open Data 
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Metadata 

 

            www.nisra.gov.uk/ninis 
 



Interactive Map 

 

            www.nisra.gov.uk/ninis 
 



• Facility to access underlying data... 

• Contained within statistical 
reports... 

Statistical reports 



• Well established (Open Data) procedures for 
statistical datasets – while respecting 
confidentiality 

 

Publication of ‘statistics’ 



• Increasing demand for access to ‘raw’ data 

• Sample survey datasets deposited, for re-
analysis, in UK archive 

• Sample data set (1%) available from the 2011 
(and previous) Censuses  

Increased emphasis 
on datasets 



Microdata 

 

            www.nisra.gov.uk/ninis 
 



• IT capability of accessing and analysing very 
large data sets 

• NISRA holds a very large sample (c500k) of 
records linked across the 1991 – 2001 – 2011 
Censuses for longitudinal analysis purposes 

• Legal gateways 

• Use of safe-setting and governance 

Large data sets 



• Data access only in a secure data lab 

• ‘Approved researcher’ procedure 

• Research approvals process 

• Ethical approval 

• Project specific extracts (See only approved 
data variables) 

• Disclosure control on outputs 

• Respecting confidentiality is paramount 

Safe setting 



• Safe system to link and research 
administrative data from government depts 

• Announced late 2013 

• Part of £35m UK-wide ESRC initiative (5 
centres across the UK) 

• NI centre - QUB (director), UU & NISRA 
consortium 

Administrative Data 
Research Centre 



• NISRA will play a key role in providing the 
safe-setting, the linkage of the large datasets 
and facilitate access to the data 

• All outputs will be statistical / research in 
nature 

• Research will be for accredited researchers on 
project specific datasets  

• No individual-level data will leave the safe-
setting 

Administrative Data 
Research Centre 



• NISRA has well established procedures for 
statistical outputs, consistent with Open Data 

• Intent to move up the 5-star scheme 

• Increasing emphasis on access to data sets – 
as against statistical outputs 

• Procedures to hold, match, and analyse large 
data sets 

Summary 



• Respect for the confidentiality of individuals 
remains paramount 

• “but not so restrictive as to limit unduly the 
practical utility of official statistics” 

Confidentiality 
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